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Who Will Burst the Bubble?

As the saying goes – watch this space. Well, not this newsletter but the media in general. My guess is on two leaders in the field of exposing fraud, corruption and the other horrors that plague South African society – M-Net’s Carte Blanch and the Mail & Guardian. Like Arch Bishop Desmond Tutu, who was the first struggle icon to have the courage to publicly criticise the country’s first democratically elected government, said “The gravy train has stopped at the station just long enough for the ANC to climb aboard”. It takes someone to be first.
And the issue this time? The deluge of so-called SMS fundraising. You can’t miss it. It intrudes everywhere. “Help the tsunami victims, just sms the word tsunami to 08xxxxxx to donate R10”, a soap opera star who had neglected to carry disability or hospital cover, flood, fire and accident victims, AIDS babies – the list of causes is endless. There is often the hook of winning a prize – after all, there’s a bit of gambler in us all. “What’s the fuss?” you ask. After all, money raised in this fashion usually costs  the organisation nothing and “its money we would not have had otherwise” – or some such cliché.

Unfortunately there don’t seem to be any laws governing SMS fundraising and the misleading nature of the advertising driving the public to participate. Interesting, isn’t it, that South Africa’s cellphone industry formed the Wireless Application Service Providers Association (WASPA) last year, aimed at protecting themselves from being held liable for illegal “third party content" sent via their networks. They’re covered – you’re not. They claim that one of the benefits to the public from the formation of this body is to inform us of SMS scams www.waspa.co.za  This may well help to monitor spam and advertising rip offs being sent via SMS but the website is conspicuous by the absence of public service information on the true nature of SMS charity donations. How much does the charity get of each R10? Shockingly, the lion’s share goes to the cellphone company. And of course there is the middleman – quaintly sometimes termed the gatekeeper - making his/her cut enroute and, ultimately, the good cause receives a paltry amount. As Edmund Burke said, “All that is required for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing”.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Non-Profit Consortium 
I don’t attend AGMs – I know that they are a legal requirement but I have rarely been to one that hasn’t been boring! Yet, I immediately RSVP’d to attend the latest AGM of the Non-Profit Consortium (NPC).

From its inception, I knew that the Non-Profit Partnership – now called the Non-Profit Consortium – was an organisation whose time had come. I have been asked many times over the past two decades as a fundraiser what type of NGO I would start if I felt fired up to (and more importantly, had the time). Without hesitation, I have always replied “One that assists other NPOs”. The NPC does just this. Under the dynamic leadership of Executive Director, Tracey Fortune, the NPC has achieved another of its goals. It has been accredited as a Pro Bono Legal Structure by the Cape Town Law Society. Non-profit organisations, in particular, community based organisations (CBOs), will now be able to receive free legal advice and assistance from attorneys in the Western Cape, through the NPC. For organisations in other provinces, the NPC will expand the service, once this project has been successfully piloted in the Western Cape.

The NPC works to help non-profit organisations build strong, healthy and safe communities for all South Africans. The NPC achieves this by strengthening the capacity of donors and partners. They provide training, conduct research, engage in legislative reform and facilitate a support services network to build the organisational and institutional capacity of organisations to deliver vital social services and products on issues such as HIV/Aids, housing, unemployment, education, crime, gender inequality, environmental conservation and many other pressing concerns.

www.npc.org.za  Tel: 021 422 3413
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Well done Chaeli

Chaeli Mycroft, a 10 year old from Cape Town, definitely gets my vote for Fundraiser of the Year. At her initiative, Chaeli, her sister and three friends initiated the Chaeli Campaign, raising R20 000 in just seven weeks. No beggingbowls for these enterprising girls. They crafted gifts and cards which they sold to generate the money which was used to buy an electric wheelchair for Chaeli who is cerebral palsied as well as being inflicted with degenerative neuropathy that affects her arm and leg muscles. Having attained her independence, this pintsized powerhouse and her pals immediately expanded their efforts, which have grown into the registered NPO The Chaeli Campaign www.chaelicampaign.co.za  Their mission is “to mobilise the minds and bodies of children with disabilities”. In just over a year, they have generated the money to buy wheelchairs, hearing aids and laptop computers for over 50 children. In addition, they have implemented a physiotherapy programme in the Ocean View Centre For The Disabled, enabling 14 severely disabled children from impoverished families to receive physiotherapy twice a week. Support these enterprising youngsters in their selfless initiatives, by purchasing their products – my favourite is the Chaeli Bear-a teddy in a wheelchair. 
Email: info@chaelicampaign.co.za Tel: 021 712 9767 www.chaelicampaign.co.za
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Need Staff?

The Umsobomvu Youth Fund has set up a database for learnerships, job opportunities, internships and skills development. This excellent initiative links job seekers with employers at no charge. The Jobs and Opportunity Seekers (JOBS) database acts as a repository of information for prospective employers. The database has the CVs of over 40 000 unemployed youths. Companies, Government and NGOs are encouraged to post employment, learnerships and internship opportunities online www.youthportal.org.za 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Moo-ney congratulations

Well done to Dr Ivan May who brought Cow Parade to South Africa. This highly successful and fun campaign netted a million rand for the Childhood Cancer Foundation (Choc). Supported by Kalula.com, Cell C, SAFM (the latter donating hundreds of thousands of rands in airtime) and many others.

 Cow Parade made fundraising fun for a change. Fibreglass cows were sold, decorated and displayed around the country. For instance, the Walter Sisulu Paediatric Cardiac Centre for Africa's cow (sponsored by Netcare) was medevaced by helicopter to the launch! The year-long campaign culminated in July 2005 when the cows were auctioned.
Marketing fundi, Dr May, who spent many years heading up marketing activities for the Nedcor Group, while serving in a voluntary capacity and giving selflessly of his expertise to more NGOs in a year than most of us help in a lifetime, used his extensive network to obtain hundreds of thousands of rands worth of free media coverage for the Cow Parade initiative. Dr May's informative video, The Business of Donor Marketing, is available from www.papillonpress.biz
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Want overseas work experience?
The skills acquired in working in the South African non-profit sector will serve you well should you want the experience of working in the UK. Subscribe to the free newsletter at www.charityJOB.co.uk for regular information of UK-based jobs in charities (also called the voluntary sector in Britain).
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Quick Guides

UK-based publisher, Wiremill's range of QuickGuide's have been very well received since being launched in South Africa. The range of 24 books (with many more to follow) offer a reader-friendly and informative understanding of topics related to the non-profit sector. The beauty of these books is that they provide  everything you want to know about a subject in one evening. The QuickGuides have been written by experts in their fields from around the world and each book has a review and comments by someone from a different country to the author. Papillon Press is the Quick Guides distributor in Africa. www.papillonpress.biz
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
New books

How 2 Help Books

Following on the success of Tracey Young's innovative How 2 Help - A guide to worthy causes in Cape Town, similar books are now available for Durban and Johannesburg. So many people, often want to assist worthy causes with donations-in-kind, voluntary time and money but don't know where to start. These guides each list over 50 well run and credible organisations that are involved in an array of sectors. They make excellent resources for networking for staff and volunteers in NPOs - great inspiration too for newly formed organisations. We are proud to include the How 2 Help series in our range of publications www.papillonpress.biz   and cost R95 each.
The Writer's Voice

Successful fundraisers must have good writing skills. We are delighted to announce the addition to our book range of The Writer's Voice - A workbook for writers in Africa by Dr Dorian Haarhoff. Although not aimed specifically at fundraisers but rather at unleashing the creative energy in us all, this book will guide and inspire everyone to write. Former Professor of English Literature at the University of Namibia, Dr Dorian Haarhoff facilitates creative writing workshops throughout Africa and has the knack of inspiring one to write from the depths of our souls. Irrespective of the genre that might interest you (from poetry to children's stories) this book will motivate you to unlock your latent creativity - an invaluable asset to a fundraiser. The Writers Voice sells for R245. To order, visit  www.papillonpress.biz
www.fundraising

Our latest book, www.fundraising, has just been completed. In this book subtitled, The Internet as a Fundraising Tool, seasoned fundraiser with over two decades of experience, Jill Ritchie discusses how the Internet and its technological advancements can assist in fundraising. To order visit  www.papillonpress.biz
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Training

Thank you for all your positive feedback after attending out training courses. We just love receiving your emails - sometimes over a year later - on success that you have had from what you learnt at one of our workshops. Our schedule of courses for the first part of the year has been compiled. We once again offer our regular and most popular courses such as Fundraising - An Introduction, Fundraising Proposal Writing and Foreign Fundraising. We have added a few new courses such as Marketing and PR for NPOs and Income Generation for NPOs. 
We are also delighted to announce that David Wicket from UK fundraising consultancy Chapel & York will present master classes on Fundraising from America in Durban, Cape Town and Johannesburg during the week of 13 to 16 March 2006. These workshops are for experienced fundraisers wanting to know more about seeking support from the USA and numbers are limited, so book early. To book visit: www.papillonpress.biz
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Donor Directories
More great feed back - thanks and keep it coming! We are always delighted to receive your emails telling us of funds raised from donors listed in our Donor Directories. Remember, updated donor details are posted on our website.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Innovation

Congratulations to The Institute for the Blind in Worcester on their innovative partnership with Consol Glass in producing wine bottles with Braille. Not only can the blind read the Braille "labels" on the wine bottles but the project also benefits the Institute as a cause related marketing initiative.  www.blind-institute.org.za
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Book reviews

Budgeting  for children with Disabilities in South Africa by Sue Philpott, published by Idasa and its companion volume How do children with disabilities experience poverty, disability and service delivery? were commissioned by the Children's Budget Unit of Idasa and SAFCD. The authors are to be complimented on the breadth and depth of their research and finds. Invaluable reads for anyone working in the field of disabilities in South Africa.

www.idasa.org.za
Return to Innocence. This book and accompanying CD, devised by Jacqueline Sara Jones, is aimed at NPOs serving children and the youth. Provided but The Foundation For Life, Return to Innocence introduces a method of thinking about life as a fresh approach to understanding ourselves and making sense of the complicated world around us. These invaluable life skills' learning materials can be obtained from Foundation or Life 
 www.foundationforlife.org.za    Tel: 021 762 3965
From Apartheid to Zaamheid  by Neville Melville, Aardvark Press.

Any book for which CIDA City Campus originater Taddy Blecher, writes a foreword, is worth reading. In From Apartheid to Zaamheid Neville Melville  proposes that if only 1 million South Africans join together to work towards improving the lot of their fellow citizens, there is every likelihood of a second miracle greater than South Africa's peaceful transition to democracy. 
With walls as a theme and metaphor, this inspiring book looks at both the walls that protect yet separate communities. Melville offers guidelines for South Africans to build the bridges that will ensure our future success as a nation. Highly recommended.

www.aardvarkpress.co.za  Tel: 021 782 4615

